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    The idea of capital punishment is of great antiquity and formed a part of the primal 

concepts of the human race. When Cain committed fratricide (Genesis 4), and was rebuked 

therefor by God, he uttered the lament that his life would be in danger by reason of the 

hostility of others. A mark was set upon him by the Lord which was a guarantee of his 

personal safety. 
 

      The first Divine pronouncement which seems to sanction the death penalty is found in 

Genesis 9:6: "Whosoever shall shed man's blood; his blood shall be shed; for man was 

made to the image of God." When the ancient Israelites had departed from Egypt and were 

sojourning in the Sinaitic Peninsula, they received from the Lord a code of legislation 

wherein the death penalty was prescribed for many offences. Thus, in Exodus 21, that 

penalty is prescribed for murder, for a willful assault upon the father or mother of an 

offender, for cursing a man's father or mother, and for man-stealing. Down to their latest 

days the Kingdoms of Israel and Juda preserved capital punishment as a feature of their 

criminal code. 

      It has long since been observed that a man after he is hanged is good for nothing, and 

that punishments invented for the good of society ought to be useful to society. It is 

evident that a score of stout robbers, condemned for life to some public work, would serve 

the state in their punishment, and that hanging them is a benefit to nobody but the 

executioner. 
 

Reprinted from the Catholic Encyclopedia 

     Capital punishment has, in the past, been practiced by most societies, as a punishment 

for criminals, and political or religious dissidents. Historically, the carrying out of the 

death sentence was often accompanied by torture, and executions were most often public.                  

As of March 2015 36 countries actively practice capital punishment, 103 countries have 

completely abolished it for all crimes, 6 have abolished it for ordinary crimes only and 50 

have not used it for at least ten years and/or are under moratorium. 

     Those countries which have Capital Punishment along with the United States of 

America are : Afghanistan, China, Cuba, Egypt, India, Iran, Iraq, Japan, Jordan, North and 

South Korea, Libya, Malaysia, Pakistan, Rwanda, Saudi Arabia, Singapore, Sudan, Syria, 

Thailand, Uganda, and Vietnam. 

     Think about it! 

 


